Summer Ass

Welcome to Advanced Placement European History! AP Euro is a challenging and rewarding class that allows
you to analyze the lives of Europeans from the start of the Renaissance to the modern world. While our
curriculum will begin during the Italian Renaissance, it is pivotal to first understand the European worldview
on the eve of the Renaissance and Protestant Reformation. If you have any questions, please feel free to
email me at kburke@rtnj.org. To fully prepare you for the AP Euro experience, you are to asked to complete
the following assignments:

Part One: Academic Vocabulary

Define the following words FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS. You may use a dictionary to do this.

There will be a vocabulary test within the first two weeks of school on some of these fifty-five terms. We will
have vocabulary tests throughout the year that will cover all of the terms, so students should be prepared to
identify and define them throughout the entire course.

An important part of any AP History course is an understanding of academic vocabulary words. While the words
below are not specific to history, they are often used in questions or writing prompts.

Abundance Consequence Egalitarian Rhetoric
Adept Constituency Enfranchisement Rescind
Ambivalence Concede Facilitate Satirical
Agitate Consented Impartial Squalid
Abysmal Commerce Incite Sovereignty
Abdicate Culmination Institution Surplus
Abolition Conciliating Lucrative Suffrage
Attack Daunting Legitimacy Tact
Apprehension Dissent Malicious Temperance
Ascent Descent Nullify Unilateral
Bias Dire Postulate Undermine
Bolster Disparage Qualitative Veracity
Contention Disillusionment Quantitative Warrant
Contend Enumerate Repudiate

You are not handing in the definitions of these terms. Instead, you should make flashcards, a quizlet, etc to
study them. A vocabulary test, including correct spelling, will be administered the first two weeks of school.

Incorrect spellings and/or capitalization of letters on the test will result in the answer being marked wrong.
Students should be prepared to [on the vocabulary quizzes throughout the year]:

(A) Define the terms (C) Identify synonyms and/or antonyms
(B) Use them in a sentence (D) Match them with correct sentences/phrases


mailto:kburke@rtnj.org

Part Two: Peasant Fires Hnalysis

The second portion of the assignment describes the short text you will be asked to read. Each student will be
reading the entirety of Peasant Fires by Richard Wunderli.

Description: In Peasant Fires, Professor Richard Wunderli wades through vague accounts to paint a
portrait of German society on the eve of the Protestant Reformation: one governed by class divisions and
tight social restrictions, and in which everyone’s survival depended upon strict conformity and obedience
to his superiors. In this short narrative, enter a charismatic young man who, guided by the thought that he
had experienced a religious vision, inspires peasants across Germany to defy their feudal lords by
embarking on a pilgrimage to a remote village in the Holy Roman Empire (present day Germany), where
“the drummer” preaches about church abuses, the need to overthrow the social order, and the upcoming
re-creation of society into one that is more just and equitable.

Procedure:

v" Acquire and read Peasant Fires by Richard Wunderli. You can either purchase it (online or at a
bookstore) or borrow it from the library. This text is available digitally as well and can be borrowed
from an online library at no cost.

v Focus on the major themes present in the text, including:

» The centrality of religion in the lives of all in Medieval Europe.

» The “worldview” of different groups of Europeans. In other words, the way Europeans of all
social classes viewed and explained the world around them on the eve of the Renaissance and
Reformation.

» The prevailing social order within Germany, paying particular
attention to the lives of the peasant communities of Europe.

v' We will have an organized discussion on this text within the first week of
school.

v Students are urged NOT to wait until the last minute to purchase, read and
study this book. You may have to order your book via an online retailer such
as Amazon. Please email me if you are having difficulty obtaining this book. |
recommend checking online libraries for a copy of the text (through an app
like CloudLibrary or Libby).

v" Answer the following analysis questions:

Peasant

Drummer
of
Niklashausen

Richuod Wonderl

1. Whatis the “worldview” (i.e. how people make sense of the
world around them) of Hans and his fellow peasants in Peasant Fires? How does this differ
from the worldview of the upper classes at the time? From our worldview today?

2. How well does the author support his thesis throughout the text? How could the argument
be made stronger? In other words, how reliable is this text as a piece of historical
scholarship?

3. What can we learn about Europe on the eve of the Reformation from this text? What might
this tell us about the themes present in our course this year?

ISBN Information:
Wunderli, Richard. Peasant Fires: The Drummer of Niklashausen. Indiana University Press. Bloomington &
Indianapolis, IN. 1992. ISBN: 0-253-36725-5



Part Three: Textbook Analysis

Textbook Excerpt — To accompany your reading of Peasant Fires, | ask that you begin exploring the Late
Middle Ages (LMA) in one of our textbooks. Again, while this information is technically outside of our 1450
starting point, you will often be asked to make comparisons between the LMA and the Renaissance.
» Read Ch. 2, “Medieval Europe”, by Ethel Wood, pp. 19-40  [this reading is attached to this packet]
» Take notes on the reading (I will not require a particular style of notes for this class. | only ask that you
take detailed notes on the level of an Advanced Placement student).
» Be prepared to discuss and be assessed on the material during the first weeks of class.

Part Tour: Guropean Map Quiz

European Map Quiz — You are expected to have a general working knowledge of the geography of Europe
when we begin our studies in September. Please label the attached map neatly and clearly with the
following nations and cities. Students are also encouraged to practice this map during the summer, as we will
have a European map quiz during the first two weeks of school in September.

Nations
Albania Greece Romania
Armenia Hungary Russia
Austria Iceland Scotland*
Belarus Ireland Serbia
Belgium Italy Slovakia
Bosnia & Herzegovina Latvia Slovenia
Bulgaria Liechtenstein Spain
Cyprus Lithuania Sweden
Czech Republic Luxembourg Switzerland
Denmark Moldova Turkey
Estonia Netherlands Ukraine
Finland Norway United Kingdom (England)
France Poland
Germany Portugal
Cities
Amsterdam Please shade in the following
Berlin regions lightly and create a key
London on the side of your map.
Moscow
Paris .
Prague Reglons
Rome The Balkans

St. Petersburg
Vienna

The Baltic States
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MEDIEVAL EUROPE 1Y

CHAPTER 2:
MEDIEVAL EUROPE

Modern Europe began to emerge around 1450 as the institutions and values that
shaped Medieval Europe were fading. Whereas large empires existed in many
other parts of the world, no such political unification occurred on the European
continent. Instead, a patchwork of tribal kingdoms took shape in western Europe.
Even though the Byzantine Empire rose in the lands around the eastern Mediter-
ranean Sea, political organization throughout Europe was generally weak after the
6" centuw Howeve1 in this age when souctles were umﬁed by behef systems,
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dld not provide. By 1450, the Byzantine meue was on the verge of collapse un-
der pressure from 'lmklsh invasions, and western Europe, though still politically
divided, had laid the foundation for the central place it would occupy on the world
stage for the next five hundred ycars.

WESTERN EUROPE: AFTER THE FALL OF ROME

Historians refer to the period of western European history from 500 to 1500 C.
E. as the “Middle Ages”, or medieval times. The term “middle” means that the
period falls in between two others, preceded by the Roman Empire and followed
by the European Renaissance. Another way of referring to the time is the “Dark
Ages,” which implies that the periods on either end are “light.” Although contro-
versial, the metaphor is not inappropriate if you take the view that civilization (see
insert on p. 20) is superior to simpler [orms of life, such as hunting and gathering,
pastoral nomadism, or simple subsistence farming. During the early Middle Ages
civilization was clearly suspended. However, the period is more complex than
that. It is helpful to divide the era in two:

1) The Early Middle Ages (500-1000 C. E.) - During this era the Germanic
tribes that had invaded the Roman Empire settled into various parts of
Europe. Most of the inhabitants of their kingdoms were pastoral nomads
or subsistence [armers, and their political leaders were tribal chicftains.
Very few people could read and write, little long distance trade took place,
and settlements were mainly villages and small towns.
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PERSPECTIVES:
THE MEANING OF
CIVILIZATION

val European times as the “Dark Ages,” the
“light™ existed before and after the era in the form of
Greece and Rome before and Renaissance BEurope
der for a snciety to be called a

When you refer to Medie
implication is that
“civilizations” — Ancient
after. What developrients must occur in o1
civilization?  Some important characteristics of civilizations arc:

1) Generation of reliable surpluses — Agricultural technology allows

furmers to produce more than their families need
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characterized by division of labor, occupational specializations in
civilizations are far more complex, including jobs in government,
trade, merchandise, and religion.

3) Clear social class distinctions —
occupations, civilizations sct statu
big differences appear in prestige levels and wealth.

4y Growth of cities — As economic, political, social, and cultural life grow

more interrelated, towns grow into cities.

Complex, formal governmen ts — Barly needs for government 1o

activitics become even greater as more economic

With the growing complexity of
s distinctions among them, so that

N
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coordinate agricultural
activities develop and citics grow larger.
6) Long distance trade - Civilizations have la

] as lony distance trade networks amot
lopment, encourages caltural

rge internal trade networks,
as wel 1g different civilizations.
This trade stimulates economic deve
ey social class distinctions.

Most civilizations have highly developed
, religious leaders, and political

development, and aceentuat

7) Organized writing systems —
forms of writing that enable traders
Jeaders to communicate.
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Early Medicval Europe. Alter the fall of the Western Roman impire, the Germanie tribes that had invaded the
empire settled into dilferent parts of Western Eorope and lormed their own kingdoms. The map above shaws
the major kingdoms that were in place by the beginning of this period (630 C. 1) The borders of the kingduons
changed frequently as the groups invaded one another’s (erritaiy, and many other smaller groups werd imvolved
in the fighting,

Source: Muir's Historical Atlas--Mediacval and Modern ( London, 1911)

2) The High Middle Ages (1000-1500 C. E.) -- About midway through the
Middie Ages, signs of recovery began, accelerating especially after about
1200. Towns grew, small cities emerged, trade with other areas of the
Eastern Hemisphere was established, and the social class system grew
more complex with the emergence of a small middle class. By the end of
the era, the European Renaissance was well entrenched in Italy and was
spreading into northern Europe.

The Early Middle Ages

:’Z:tﬁ?c:?gx?i;e_m Iﬁ)mz‘m E}"ﬂpil'(-: F't;ll, wester.n Europe was Jeft in the chaos L:hat
posed by Romec fg} Ei,l_abe.ol. t‘he pg!lt]cal, social, .and military 01‘@01‘ formcrl){ umn-
e gtates. . on mu'mg invasions and conﬂlcts among the invaders left the

' Jjeopardy, and in this uncertain environment they sought and




22 MEDIEVAL EUROPY,
gradually built new political and economic orders. New infrastructures were built
within the framework of the Christian Church based in Rome, which provided cul-
tural unity throughout Western Europe despite the lack of political centralization.
Although Christianity came too late to provide the necessary cultural glue to hold
the Roman Empire together, it served that purpose during the Early Middle Ages
m Europe, enabling the area to regain cconomic, political, social, and military
organization that had been lost when Rome fell. '

Political Development

In the last years of the Western Roman Empire, the Roman provinces were disman-
tled by the Germanic tribes, and the borders of their kingdoms changed constantly
with the fortunes of war. The Roman governors were replaced by tribal chieftains,
but more importantly, the Roman concept of rule by law was replaced by informal
governments based on family tics and personal loyalty. The Germanic people
did not identify with a state, or even a kingdom, but with an extended family that
followed a particular leader. Warrior groups were bound to their chief through
oaths of loyalty, and in rcturn the chiel gave them food, shelter, and weapons.
The Germanic kingdoms were loose configurations of many such loyalty patterns
that allowed little opportunity for centralized government to form. Economicall
peop settled on manors, or large estates operated by leaders who provided pro-
tection for others, in exchange [or free labor. Eventually, the lords acquired title
to whatever land claims the peasants may have had. Thus, the groundwork was
laid for the development of feudalism, a complex system of political and military
loyalties that linked landholding lords together, and manorialism, an economic
system in which peasants were tied to the land to supply labor to their lords.

For a brief time in the late 8" and early 9" centuries, it looked as if one group — the
Franks — would unite all of Western Europe under one king. Even though they
eventually failed, their imprint for political and economic organization was left on
the entire arca. Starting with Clovis, who was their ruler from 48] until 511, the
Franks managed o organize a series of Germanic kingdoms mainly through mili-
tary conquest. Clovis and his supporters {irst destroyed the last vestiges of Roman
power, then imposed control over other Franks, and finally organized campaigns
against neighborig Germanic peoples. By the time of his death, the Franks clear-
ly had formed the most powerful kingdom in western Europe. Significantly, Clo-
vis converted to Christianity, which won support for him from other Christians as
well as the pope in Rome.

Clovis’s descendants lost control of the Frankish realm to Charles Marte] (““Charles
the Hammer”) of the Carolingian family, whose grandson, Charlemagne, con-
quered most of mainland western Europe, temporarily unifying 1t. He ruled for
half a century, and as long as he was alive, his growing kingdom paid him alle-
giance. One important factor in explaining the rising power of the Carolingians
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was the need for protection from the wave of attacks on Europe by the Vikings,
raiders from Scandinavia, that began in 793 and continued for the next two cen-
turies. Charlemagne kept control through military prowess, but he also insured
the loyalty of those conquered by setting up an administrative system divided
into counties. Each county was governed in the king’s name by a powerful land-
holder called a count. The counts administered justice and raised armies, and
Charlemagne wisely placed checks on their power by sending out royal agents
called missi dominici (the sovereign’s envoys) as the “eyes and ears” of the king
to report back on any abuses of power. Charlemagne himself constantly moved
around his kingdom in order to make his presence felt. In 800, the pope crowned
Charlemagne “emperor,” implying that he was heir to the Ronian throne. Of equal
importance is that the act symbolized the superior authority of the church over
political leaders, even though in reality Charlemagne needed no such endorsement

PERSPECTIVES:
WILLIAM MANCHESTER ON
THE DARK AGES

Many explanations have been given for why historians have dubbed the
era from about 500 to 1500 in Europe as the “Dark Ages.” Most of them
center on the notion of lost civilization that was eventually regained before
the end of the period. One controversial interpretation may be found in

A World Lit Only by Fire, by historian William Manchester, who describes

a time that was indeed dark:

“The Dark Ages were stark in every dimension. Famines and plague,
culminating in the Black Death and its recurring pandemics, repeatedly
thinned the population...It says much about the Middle Ages that in the
year 1500, after a thousand years of neglect, the roads built by the Romans
were still the best on the continent... Among the lost arts was bricklaying;
in all of Germany, England, Holland, and Scandinavia, virtually no stone
buildings, except cathedrals, were raised for ten centuries...

Surrounding them was the vast, menacing, and at places, impassable
Hercynian Forest, infested by boars; by bears; by the hulking medieval
wolves who lurk so fearsomely in fairy tales handed down from that time;
by imaginary demons; and by very real outlaws, who flourished because
they were seldom pursued..Although homicides were twice as frequent as

deaths by accident...only one of every hundred murderers was ever brought
to justice,..”

R! 4 . N . B
eference: William Manchester, 4 World Lit Only by Fire. Boston: Little, Brown & Company, 1992, pp. 5-6.\
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The model for political organization set in place by the Franks was a version of
feudalism based on loyaltics among the elite: lords, vassals, and overlords. Partly
because the origins of the system were local and informal, the web of connections
was incredibly complex. For example, a Jord may have controlled his vassals (i.¢.,
those who owed loyalty to him), but he in turn was a vassal to an overlord, who
ip turn was a vassal to a king. The authority of the king was based on these tics,
which could come Lo Cross-purposes with loyalties owed to a rival. These often
contradictory loyalty tics led to conflict characterized by heavily armed knights
who fought to fulfill their loyalty obligations. The European version of feudalism
allowed knights (vassals) Lo hold land usually granted to them by their lords, so

they were not just a fighting foree, but were also a part of the overlapping hierar-

chies among elites.
Economic Development

The cconomic system that evolved in Western Europe during early medieval times
was manorialism, which defined both economic and political obligations between
lords and peasant laborers. Mosl people were serfs who lived on and were tied
istrative justice, and the right to graze their animals (rom the lord of the manor,
and in return they were obliged to give & portion of their produce to the lord and
to stay on the land. The manorial system originated in the later Roman Empire.
but it strengthened during carly medieval days once trade declined and Roman
political protection disappeared. As a result of these developments. the manors
In the carly Middle Ages, trade was based on barfer,

became scif-sullicient.
Because manors were self-sustaining, trade

or the exchange of goods directly.
with outsiders was limited, and money wasn’t necessary. At first, the serfs” labor
was difficult as they tried to use wooden plows for the hcavy soils of France and
Germany, but during the 9" century a betler plow with an iron plate, the mold-
board, made the work a little easier. Another 9"-century development was a new
three-field system, which improved productivity through a rotation of crops that
involved leaving one third of the ficlds unplanted each year, allowing the soil to be
replenished before it was replanted. Serfs were not slaves. They were not bought
and sold, and they had ownership rights to their houses and lands as long as they
honored their obligations to the lord.

The Political and Religious Power of the Roman Catholic Church

A_ split in political authority between castern and western parts of the Roman Em-
pire began during the late 3rd century C.E., mainly because the empire was so
!arge that it was diffcult to administer from Rome. This division was reinforced
lf:lot]l]l]e ]{3:1:;’ :L(;" égx;t;;rry [_Whe? ‘thf .R‘omzm emperor Constantine moved his capital
Sea 13 the Mediu;r:ﬂ ,1‘1'10}) L [ u? Ll?e gast on thc:: Bosporug bgtween the Blac]\c

ancan Sea. After his conversion to Christianity, church of-
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| over the cmpire, with the most important setthng in
The split in political authority hetween the two cities
also led to a split in religious authorily, with the bishops iy Rome eventually called
“popes” who headed the Roman Catholic Church. “Patriarchs™ n Conslantinople
were associated with the Lastem Orthodox Church thit Allowed the emperar a
pood bit of authority in religious matiers. Over the years the twao branches of
Christianity developed different practices, and cven though the formal split did
not come until the 11 century, in reality they operated independently from one

another long before that. The Frankish king Clovis converted to Roman Catholi-
an important political

cism, an event that hastenced the emergence of the church as

ficials were recognized al
Rome and Constantinople.

and religious power in Western [Lurope.

Beginning in the 3005 and 400s, many Roman Catholic misstonaries traveled
across Western Eutope, converting the Germanic and Celtic people to the reli-
gion. One of the most amous was St Patriek, who established Christian churches
throughout lreland. The conversion of Clovis was particularly important because
many Germanic groups had chosen a branch of Clristianity called Arianism.
15 considered the Arans hercues. so Clovis’s conversion marked
' ! . Clureh. The Church de-
ragmenicd

i . 5
1 ] (] e w3 i L e

a parie . i U
veloped a hicrarchical organization that gave structure to politcally

groups across Western Lurope, and church officials spon gained political as well
as religious power.

areas, but because Roman cities

Bishops generally directed churches in urban
onasterics in rural areas. Here

were dwindling in size, the Church supported m
Christian men and women gave up their priviite possessions 10 live simply and
devote their lives to the Church. Like the local priests. monks and nuns were ex-
pected to be poor, chaste, and obedient Rules for their behavior were written by
around 340; they included daily rituals of prayer, manual
Rule came to he Tollowed by almost
The monasteries played an im-

a monk named Benedict
labor, and simple cating. The Benedictine
all Ttalian, English, and Frankish monks and nuns.
ding stability during the Dark Ages. They protected refugees.
and copicd books. Many books had been
destroyed when Rome was attacked by the Germanic lribes. but some of those
that survived did so because monk-scholars carefully copied the manuscripts, sav-
ing at least a portion of the intcllcctual heritage of the ancient Greek and Romat

portant role in provi
operated schools, maintained libraries,

civilizations.
The Revival of Civilization: The High Middle Ages

By 1000 €. 1. western Europe wis showing some sions of waking from its years

ol sell=sufficiency and isolation. Gradually. agricultural technigues and technolor
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ORGANIZATION OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN MEDIEVAL TIMES

Pope \\
Bishops Abbots Missionaries
(regional (heads of (wandering orders
authority) monasteries) of monks, such as
Franciscans and
Dominicans)

Priests
(assigned to
local churches)

The Catholic Church provided organizational “glue” for western Europe during medieval times by ensuring Lhat
its presence was felt in many ways. The pope gained authority as the head of a hicrarchy that included regional
and local churches, monasteries, and missionary orders. Other high officials included archbishops and cdrdinals,

who appointed popes from Lheir ranks.

to pull plows without choking. The use of the stirrup in warfare spread from
Central Asia, and better agricultural methods were promoted by the monasteries.
During the 10" century, Viking raids became less serious as regional governments
grew stronger and Vikings settled in European communities to intermarry with
the natives. As agricultural production increased, it supported a larger population,
creating a demand for more trade, which in turn caused towns to grow. As local
economies grew, political and cultural changes occurred as well.

Political Developments

Two factors discouraged the growth of strong central government. Feudalism did
s0 by its very nature and the Catholic Church did so by countering the power of the
kings. The Church established moral boundaries for its members, partly by setting
canon law, or rules for behavior that first filled the void of political authority in
the early days, but eventually canon law inhibited the development of a separate
political authority. For example, the church had the power to excommunicate
its members, or separate them from the church and its sacraments. Even more
powerful was the Church’s authority to impose the interdict, which could deny
religious rites to all people within a ruler’s realm. In this Age of Faith, that meant
that all babies born could not be baptized, no marriages would be valid in the eyes
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Because of these limitations, many arcas ol Burope remained feudalistic long past
1450, including the Holy Roman Empire, cstablished m spirit with Charlemagne’s
1 loose confederation of Ger-

0. bul not officially until 962, when
The emperor

crowning in 80
s the Holy Roman emperor.

man princes pamed one of their own a
was crowned by the pope, implying that power rested in the hands of the pope,
but the princes always asserted their independence and often paid little attention
(o the emperor. In moslareas of castern Europe, feudalism also remained in place
for many years, partly because trade and commeree grew more rapidly in the west.
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madern coneept of limited government (limits on the power of the ruler) is based
partly on the Magna Carta, a document that nobles forced King John of England
(o siun that auaranteed rights to the nobility. Late in the 13" century, parliaments
were ereated 1o give nobility and the clergy a voice in policymaking. Although
competition for political control remained a contest among the elite (church offi-
cials. nobles, and political leaders), these struggles created the cradle that fostered
(he eventual erowth ol modern democracies.

Qronger monarchs were able to oather larger armies, so one result was some large-
hl._'..'lIL'k\\’:”‘l'ilrt' during the late Middle Ages. For example, William of Normandy
(the “Conguerar™) was able to command a large army to invade and conquer Eng-
Land in 1066, when English forees clashed with Normans at the Battle of Hastings.
The Hundred Years’ War during the 14" and 15" centuries between the kings
of France and England was fought over territories the English king controlled in
France — a great clash between the old governing rules under feudalism and the
newly emerging claims of national states.

The Impact of the Crusades

By the 11" century, western Furopean states were expanding momany directions:

south into Spain to push back the Muslims. castward nto sparsely populated areas
of Poland: and at the end of the century, into the Middle Fastern lands controlled
by Muslims. Population increases fueled the expansion, as did the missionary zeal
of Christians. The most dramatic moves were those made nto the Middle East in
a series of attacks called the Crusades, prompted by a request from the Byzantine
emperor, Alexius I, for help in raising troops to resist Turkish incursions into the
empire. In 1095 Pope Urban II called upon Christian knights to save the holy city
of Jerusalem from “an accursed race” [the Turks] by undertaking a journey “for
the remission of your sins” and assuring them of “the reward of imperishable glory
in the Kingdom of Heaven.” The response was immediately overwhelming, with
the crowds responding, “God wills it! God wills it!” In 1096 between 50,000 and
60,000 knights from western Europe jowned the Crusades, beginmng a series of
attacks that lasted for two centuries.

The First Crusade managed to win Jerusalem from the Turkish armies and es-
tablish a number of forts in the area around it. Although the Crusaders held
Jerusalem for close to a century, the Turks reorganized under the great Mushm
general, Saladin, who took it back during the 12" century. The Crusaders never
succeeded in recapturing Jerusalem, and the Venetian city-state turned the Fourth
Crusade during the early 13" century into an attack on its commercial rivals in
Constantinople. Ultimately, the Crusaders failed to accomplish their goals. The
failure of the Crusades did not alter their importance in shaping the course of
European history during the era from 600 to 1450. More than any other single
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St G PERSPECTIVES: MOTIVATIONS
() FOR THE CRUSADES

The Christian Crusades were phenomenal events in which thousands of
European knights left their homes — with full knowledge that they probably
would never return — in order to fight for a cause. This mass movement

of people from one area to another is unusual enough that a good

historian should ask, “How did it happen?” and “Why did they go?”

From the pope’s perspective: By the late 11th century, Byzantine and Roman
Christians had gone their separate ways for some time, with the pope
claiming to be the supreme head of the Church, and the Byzantine

emperor denying the claim. Pope Urban Il almost certainly hoped that a
successful Crusade would convince the Byzantine emperor to change his
mind. Besides, from the pope’s point of view, it was better to have the
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From the knights’ perspectives: The First Crusade was undoubtedly fueled
by religious fervor, especially since the pope promised forgiveness of sins
for any man that died in the Crusades. For other knights, the Crusades were
a chance to win glory in battle. Especially in the later Crusades, plunder
was a motivation, because the lands of the Middle East were far richer than

those in western Europe.

factor, the Crusades laid the foundation for the emergence of European countries
in the next era as powerful forces on their way to eventually controlling most
other areas of the world. Why? Most importantly, it put the Crusaders in di-
rect contact with the oldest areas of world civilizations and made them aware
of worlds they never knew existed. Those that returned brought back with them
material evidence of civilization: fine silks, beautiful porcelains, exquisite carpets,
perfumes, spices, and preservatives. No longer would Europeans be content to
remain in their isolated, drafty castles; they had tasted the pleasures of civilization,

and change was inevitable.

Economic Developments

Two cities that directly benefitted from the Crusades were Venice and Genoa in
Ttaly. Because they were so close to the heart of the old Roman Empire, the cities
of Italy never quite succumbed to the feudalistic patterns in the rest of Europe.

fic Balca
severed their fer
of revenue for |
power o©  he
associations of
powerful enoug
prentices and s
their products tc

The growing to
allied with king
norial system st:
social class stru:
ers, and mercha
sometimes in of
pendent politica

The growth of tr
blocks of weste:
hoping to make
was looted by p
usury (lending
those who had

conquerc  Aur
tually ease _its 1




es
st
di-
are
2m
its,

to
on,

Lin
ties
)pe.

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 31

Jnstead cach city maintained control over the countryside around it and continued
to serve as a center of trade. When the Crusades began, Venice and Genoa pro-
moted sea routes for the kni ghts to trave] to the Holy Lands, disembarking from
one of the cities and arriving on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea. Since
most European knights had little money, in exchange for their passage, they often
offered their services to protect the ships from pirates and internal disputes. The
ships carried poods both ways across the sca, bringing woolen and cotton textiles
and French wines from Europe, and delivering luxury goods from the Middle Last
to Europe. By the time of the Fourth Crusade in the carly [ 3™ century, both citics
were wealthy enough to rival older trading cities such as Constantinople.

With the growth of Genoa and Venice, Italian business people introduced banking
(o the West o facilitate the long-distance exchange of money and goods. Towns
i1 France, the Holy Roman Empire, and England grew in response to the trade,
and the use of money spread steadily. Wealthy merchants imvested in trading
ships and the goods they carried, hoping to make a profit. Trade within Europe
grew as well, with towns exchanging timber and grain from the north for cloth and
metal products in the south. Cities in northern Germany and southern Scandinavia
formed the Hanseatic League to facilitate trade throughout the regions bordering
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severed their feudal ties to lords on the rural manors, they became a strong source
of revenue for kings, who were able to use the money to build armies and gain
power over the aristocrats. The crafismen in the towns formed merchant guilds,
associations of people who worked in the same occupation. These groups grew
powerful enough to control trade, and they also were responsible for trammng ap-
prentices and setting standards for membership that encouraged the quality of
their products to increase.

The growing lowns and cities were home to a rising merchant class, who offen
allied with kings as a counterbalance to the landed aristocracy. Although the ma-
norial system still existed in rural areas, more people were living in towns, and the
social class structure grew more complex as former serfs became craftsmen, trad-
ers, and merchants. The new urban classes often clashed with the landed nobility,
sometimes in open warfare, and by the early 1300s, traders had achieved an inde-
pendent political stalus, protected by their own warriors as well as their wealth.

The growth of trade and banking in the late Middle Ages formed the basic building
blocks of western capitalism, especially as merchants invested in trading ventures,
hoping to make a profit but taking the risk of losing everything if the ship sank or
was looted by pirates. Because the Catholic Church took an official stand against
usury (lending money for profit), bankers were often Jews, the descendants of
those who had fled Isracl during the diaspora, or scattering of their people by
conquerors, during the 6" century B.C.E. and 2™ century C. E. The Church even-
tually eased its policies and allowed Christians to participate more fully in the new
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Venice and Genoa. Two Italian trading citics became wealthy through new contacts established by the Crusades
During the Third Crusade, knights discmbarked from Genoa and headed toward Jerusalem. By the time of the
Fourth Crusade, Venice influenced Crusaders to attack Constantinople, even though the Crusades originally
began as an ¢ffort to help Constantinopie. With the sacking of the city, Venice profiled by securing trade routes

to the Middle East.

capitalism. The Catholic Church had promoted the commercial and naval growth
of Venice, and church officials began to scek the patronage of the rising merchant
classes. By the 13th century, the church itself had become a great property holder,
as well as a lender of money.

European Christians demonstrated their religious fervor not just by attempting to
drive back the “infidels” (Muslims) from Jerusalem, but also through their treat-
ment of Jews, who were often Jegally and forcibly segregated from the Chris-
tian majority in small urban areas called ghettos. Other forms of discrimina-
tion against Jews included restrictions on owning land or entering craft guilds, so
banking and trading were some of the only occupations open to them. Before the
13th century, Jews were seldom attacked, but in that century, English and French
kings denounced and expelled them and seized their property. About the same
time, pogroms, or anti-Semitic mob actions drove Jews from western to eastern
Europe, where they experienced less discrimination.

As medieval social and economic life grew more conmplex, a longstanding pattern
became apparent: more restrictions on the lives of women. Germanic customs
in early medieval times allowed women considerable freedom, and women were
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thought to hiwve the ¢ill of propheey and a special holiness. As in most other ag-
sicultural societies. in some cases they carried out houschold duties with the help
ol sl . per
existed, and the relationship between a man and his sisters” sony was particularly

strong. The Christian emphasis on the equality of all souls, as well as the rever-
cnce for Mary, the mother of Jesus, almost certainly gained women more respect
than they had in many other societies. They were not as segregaled in religious
services as were Muslim women, although they could not lead them. Women also
had an alternative to married domestic life; monastic life was open to them as well
as to men. However, with the growth of cities, women were often excluded from
wuilds, and their roles in local commerce scem to have decreased during the High
Middle Ages. The literature ol the day stressed women'’s roles as subservient to
men and praised docile and obedient women as the ideal.

aves. and their advice was olten sought and respected. Strong matrilineal tics

Culture and Arts

Once trade and new businesses created some wealth in western Europe, more
specialized occupations grew, allowing cultural developments Lo follow. mcluding
the founding of institutions of higher education. As carly as the 700s Charlemagne

: carnedmen 1o his court to teach and train others. He opened a school
for clergy and government officials headed by Alcuin, an Anglo-Saxon monk of

P TEEE T et Rl

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS:
THOMAS AQUINAS ON BUSINESS
AND TRADE

By the 13th century, the Catholic Church was moditying its earlier
denunciations of business practices, particularly of usury, or the
charging of interesl. The change in policy is reflected in these passages
from Summa Theologica, written between 1265 and 1274 by Thomas

Aquinas, the great medieval theologian:

“Buying and selling seem to be established for the common advantage of
both parties... The just price of things is not fixed with mathematical
precision, but depends on a kind of estimate, so that a slight addition or
subtraction would not seem to destroy the equality of justice...Nothing
prevents gain from being directed to some necessary or even virtuous end,
and thus trading becomes lawful.”
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great ability and skills. Although the era is sometimes referred to as the “Caro-
lingian Renaissance,” it did not last, and the court collapsed afler Charlemagne’s
death. Shortly after the Crusades began, the first universities were established in
[aly, not surprisingly, since Italy was the first arca of iurope to directly benefit
from the trade sparked by the Crusades. Other universities were founded later
in France, England, and Germany. Most of them were created for the clergy, bul
as early as the 1200s they were combining Christian learning with books of the
Greek and Roman Classical age. Since the Muslims in the Middle East had pre-
served and copied many of these books, once western Europeans came in contact
with these arcas during the Crusades, Greek and Roman learning made its way
back into Europe. Churistian teachers, such as Thomas Aquinas, Albertus Magnus,
and Peter Abelard used Aristotelian arguments and Socratic methods to teach the
truths of Christian faith. A notable intellectual development was scholasticism,
or the attempt Lo reconcile the beliefs and values of Christianity with the logical
reasoning of Greek philosophy. Tforexa mple, St. Thomas Aguinas believed that 1t
was possible to prove rationally that God exists by seizing on Aristotle’s argument
that a conscious agent had sct the world m motion.

An important development in medieval literature was the use of vernacular lan-
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ally written in Latin, but starting with Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy, written in
Italian. the common people’s oral languages (the vernacular) began to replace the
old Roman language. Somewhat later came the first important work in English:
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, which reflected a great deal of insight into
medieval life in England. Other works followed in German, French, and Spanish
vernaculars, so that by the end of the 14" century, Latin was no Jonger the only
written language in Europe.

Gothic cathedrals are the most impressive of late medieval forms, combining ar-
chitecture, painting, sculpture, inlay, carving, stained glass. mustc, and literature.
A cathedral took many years to construct, and was almost always the most im-
pressive building in town. Particularly after the 13" century, European paint-
ing became more sophisticated, with experimentation with perspective (making a
painting look three-dimensional) and portrayal ol individual faces. Most formal
art was produced for the church as an institution or for wealthy clergymen. By the
1300s art and culture were beginning to take shape in Italy as the Renaissance, or
rebirth, which would spread over Europe and come 10 full flower during the 15"
and 16" centuries.

THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

After the Western Roman Empire fell, the Eastern Empire lived on for almost a
thousand years, known during most of that time as the Byzantine Empire, after
“Byzantium,” the town that Constantine renamed “Constantinople” as the capital

medieval Europe, borrowec
style of the Salisbury Ciathe
and complex vaul

city. The empire ¢«
orly classical civili
Roman line of auth¢
tioning imperial ins
and its manufactuarc
matched the quality
the Slavic peoples «
the Byzantines, anc
century, the Empire
Slavic people domi
strength to the wes
nople fell to the Ott

Political Developn
Although Germanic

ern Empire, the cas
The major political



—pm——

>aro-
me’s
xd 1

nefit
later
', but
f the
pre-
ntact
way
Inus,
h the
lism,
gical
hat 1t
ment

lan-
cTer-
en in
e the
slisk
L into
anish
only

1g ar-
1ture.
tim-
yaint-
ng a
yrmal
'y the
ce, Or
e 15(11

108t a

after

apita.

MEDIEVAL EUROPLE 35

i o ik |

LT

Romancsque and Gothic Architecture. Bel ; L Europeans ot
{rom the fall of Rome to begin to build some impressive churches. The photo on the Iefi is the nterior of a Ro-
manesque church in Comps, France. lts sumple design and small windows reflect the architectural style of carly
medicval Burope, borrowed fiom Roman designs. 1n contrast, the photo on the right shows the towering Gothic
style of the Salisbury Cathedral in England — a later design with large stained glass windows, very high ceilings,

and complex vaulting,

city. The empire controlled the eastern Mediterranean until the 12" century, the
only classical civilization to survive into this era. The Byzantines inherited the
Roman line of authority, complete with Roman roads, communications, and func-
tioning imperial institutions. The Empire also became an economic powerhouse,
and its manufactured goods were highly desirable, especially their silks, which
matched the quality of Chinese products. Its cultural impact was also significant;
the Slavic peoples of eastern Europe and Russia were very much influenced by
the Byzantines, and many adopted the Eastern Orthodox rcligion. By the 12th
century, the Empire had weakened, with the Islamic states crowding it to the east,
Slavic people dominating the lands to the north, and western Europeans gaining
strength to the west. However, the empire survived until 1453 when Constanti-
nople fell to the Ottoman Turks who renamed the city [stanbul.

Political Developments

Although Germanic invasions threatened the Eastern Empire as well as the West-
ern Empire, the east was better fortified because 1t was wealthier than the west.
The major political threat to the carly Byzantine Empire was the Sassanid Empire
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and ineluded e southern Meditersanean coastline and the southern coast of Spain. Much lmd wa fater lml
however, and by 1000 the empire only controlled Tands in Greeee and Analolia.

to the cast. The Sassanids had sought to rebuild the old Persian Empire, but their
hopes were dashed when they were attacked and defeated by the Arab Muslims
in the 7% century. The precedent (or Byzantine leadership style was set by Con-
stantine. who claimed divine favor and sanction for his rule. In contrast to the
separate political and religious powers developing in the west, the emperor often
intervened in theological disputes, and used his political position to define “ortho-
dox™ (accepted, true) beliels and condemn others as heretical (falsc, often consid-
ered to be dangerous). This policy of political and religious power concentrated
in the emperor’s hands was called caesaropapism (caesar and pope). Emperors
stood above the Jaw, and their power was enhanced by a burcaucracy so large and
complex that today we use the adjective “byzantine” to describe unnecessarily

complicated or outdated structures.

The most impor "-mt of the carly Byzantine emperors was Justinian, who ruled
(rom 527 to 565 C. E. Like Constantine, Justinian put a greal deal of time, money,
and effort into pubhc buildings in Constantinople, most notably the Hagia So-
phia, or Church of Holy Wisdorm, that still stands today as onc of the most impor-
tant examples of Christian architecture in the world. Justinian also embarked on
a major military campaign to win back the lost lands of the Roman Empire, and
he made significant progress toward that goal, reclaiming lands in northern Alrica
and Spain. His cfforts were ultimately a failure, since within two generations al-
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ol the reconquered areas fell 1o new invaders. Justinian’s most important
as his codification ol Roman law. Over the centuries, Roman law
md systemized. lirst under the republic and then during imperial

most all
coptribution w

ad heen revised

Limes. hul Tustinian™s work s usually seen as the definitive codification of Ro- |
il i law. TS preserved in his corpus juris civilis (Body of the Civil Law), and 1t
A served as the basis (or civil law codes that developed throughout much of western -
Furope. 3
o the carly 000s, the empire was under almost constant attack for two cen-

wirdes. The Muslims almost ook Constantinople in 717, when the Byzantines :
fumously tsed ¢ ireck fire” (a combustible liquid) to drive them back to sea. The |
Apuly threat continued. and the Turks scrivusly pressured the empire during the | 1 5
ury. resplting in the emperor’s call for help to the Catholic pope in the west

S

cent
in 10va, Meanwhile, Slavie kingdoms. especially Bulgaria to the north, also had
(o be held back from their incursions into Byzantine territory. In the 10" century b
a Bulgarian king took the title of s Slavic for Coesar, rellecting his ambitions.
[: The Bulgarian army was defeated soundly in 101 and Bulgaria became part of ‘
the empire. All in all, the Byzantines showed a remarkable ability (o survive dle-
S Enn T ime=ilrenls-ia-thel-Rower. g
Jurkey), : )
er lost, Economic Development and Social Distinctions
The Byzantine economy was centrally controlled by the bureaucracy in Constan-
tthe“- tinople, wilh a large peasant class that supplied food Lo people in the cities. The
nslims burcaucracy kept food prices arlificially low to placale the arban loseer classes, bul
7 Con- this policy put great hardship on the peasants. Constantinople was by far the farg-
i ~the cst city, not just because it was the capital, but also because ol'its geographic posi-
! often tion at the Bosporus that connects the Black Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. This
'orth.()— location not only was ideal for defending the city, but also for controlling long-
onsid- distance trade routes that connected East Asia, India, and Russia to the growing
ntrated market in western Burope. Once the Byzantines learned the Chinese secrels for
Iperors silk production, they developed a brisk silk production business, and also began
B¢ apd manufacturing cloth, carpets, and other luxury products. Like the Chinese, the
sssarily Byzantines did not grant merchants political power, primarily because the govern-
ment bureavcrats did not want to share their power. In contrast to both China and
o ruled Byzantium, merchants in western Europe gained a greater political voice.
Lrlloney, The situation for women deteriorated from the carlier freedom that Roman women !
314 So- had to venture outside their homes. Of course, the paterfamilias (oldest male au-
mpot- thority) had controlled family and public life, but during Byzantine times, women i
f'ked on increasingly found themselves confined to the home. Somc sources say that when £
ire, and they left their homes, they concealed their faces with veils. The only men they
?Aﬁ socialized with were members of their families. Despite these restrictions, it is 4
1ons at- interesting to note that from 1028 to 1056 women ruled the Byzantine Empire I
i
1




38 MEDIEVAL EUROPL

jointly with their husbands. Much earlier, Empress Theodora had exerted a great
deal of influence over her husband, Justinian, who listened to and often followed

her advice.
Cultural Achievements

In the early days of the Byzantine Empire, the official language was Latin, but
most of the inhabitants spoke Greek. Eventually, Greek replaced Latin in govern-
ment documents. The philosophy and literature of classical Greece had a much
deeper influence in Byzantium than in western Europe. This was especially no-
table in Byzantine education. Byzantine aristocrats often hired tutors to provide
private istruction for their children, girls as well as boys. Additionally a state-
organized school system offered a primary education in basic reading, writing,
and grammar, and those that entcred the bureaucracy additionally studied classical
Greek literature, philosophy, and science. Most peasants and many urban workers
had no formal education, but basic literacy was widespread. The most ambitious
and accomplished citizens atfended a school of higher learning in Constantinople
to study law, medicine, and philosophy. Byzantine scholars studied and wrote
about the works of Homer, Plato, and Aristotle, and between the 10" and 12 cen-
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classical legacy.

One of the biggest accomplishments of the Eastern Orthodox Church was the con-
version of many eastern Europeans to its branch of Christianity. Beginning in the
9" century, a competition emerged between the Eastern Orthodox and the Roman
Catholics for the allegiance of the Slavs. Both rcligions gained converts, with the
Eastern Orthodox being most successful in Russia, Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria,
and Greece. In those areas, Constantinople served not only as a religious model,
but also as a legal, literary, and artistic influence as well. In contrast, the Poles,
Czechs, and Croats turned more toward the Roman Catholic Church, as demon-
strated by their adoption of the Roman alphabet for their languages. The Cyrillic
writing system was adopted in the Eastern Orthodox countries, as invented by two
Byzantine missionaries in order to communicate with their followers in their na-
tive languages. The expansion of both religions into eastern Europe deepened the
rift between them that had been developing since the 4" century. After many years
of friction and uneasy truces, the division came out into the open in 1054 when the
Roman Catholic pope clashed with the Eastern Orthodox patriarch over a number
of issues, with each attacking the other’s practices. It ended with the two leaders
excommunicating each other, resulting in a divide that still exists to this day.

The chart on the opposite page identifics some differences between Roman Ca-
tholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy:
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COMPARISON: ROMAN CATHOLICISM
AND EASTERN ORTHODOXY

The two major branches of Christianity split gradually over time, partly
because they had very different geographic centers. They shared many
common beliefs, but the chart below defines some of their differences.

ROMAN CATHOLICISM EASTERN ORTHODOXY

Separation berween political and Union between political and
relizious leaders: compelition between  religious leaders (caesaro-
popes and kings for political power papism)

Religious art conveyed Jesus as Religious art conveyed Jesus as

yffering for the sins of mankind. majestic and divine.
Priests could not marry. Priests could marry.
Gothic architecture was used Church architecture was inspired by

for churches. ancient Rome (arches, domes).

Theology was less influenced Theology was more influenced
by Greck philosophy. by Greek philosophy.

Byzantium and Russia

To the north of Byzantium, a Slavic people known as the Russians began to or-
ganize a large state from several principalities. The origins of the Russians are
not entirely clear; however, Vikings invaded the area inhabited by Slavic tribes
early in the 9th century, and their descendents certainly shaped the development
of Russia. The most important early city was Kiev, a thriving trading center on the
Dnieper River, along the main trade route between Scandinavia and Byzantium.
Kiev came to dominate many of the other principalities, and their princes sought
alliances with Byzantine rulers. Many Russian merchants visited Constantinople,
became acquainted with Byzantine culture, and sparked the interest of their rul-
ers in Orthodox Christianity. After the conversion of Prince Vladimir of Kiev
in about 989, Byzantine influences flowed rapidly into Russia, including art, the
Cyrillic alphabet, architecture, law codes, and missions. By the early 12th century
Kiev’s population approached 30,000, and the city controlled trade all over the
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Constantinople’s Geographic Advantage. Constantinople became one of the great cilics of the world during
the period from 600 to 1450 C.E. partly because of its geographic location on the Bosporus, a narrow connection
between the Black Sca and the Acgean Sea. From that position the cily was central to long distance trade that
connected east Asia, India, and Russia to western Europe.  The position was also casily delcnsible since three
sides of the city were surrounded by water, and ships could casily be seen from a long distance. On the one vul-
ncrable side of the city to the wesl, strong walls were built, just as the Romans bad done [or centurics.
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region, with eight thriving marketplaces within its borders. Long after Constanti-
nople fell to the Turks in 1453, Byzantine influences lived on in Russia, with the

Orthodox faith and Byzantine customs spreading rapidly as the Kievan principal-

CONCEPTS AND IDE

ity transformed over time into the great Russian Empire that stretched from the

Baltic Sea to Alaska.

As the mid-point of the 15" century approached, western Europe was very much
on the rise, and Byzantium was headed for its fina] fall in 1453 when a Turkish
sultan captured Constantinople with a powerful army equipped with artillery pur-
chased from western Europe. Despite its demise, the Byzantine Empire left a last-
ing imprint on the world’s history through its law codes, distinctive architecture,
religion, and organizational structure long after the other classical civilizations

had crumbled.
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