
AP European History 
Summer Assignment SY 2022 - 2023 

 
Welcome to Advanced Placement European History! AP Euro is a challenging and rewarding class that allows 
you to analyze the lives of Europeans from the start of the Renaissance to the modern world. While our 
curriculum will begin during the Italian Renaissance, it is pivotal to first understand the European worldview 
on the eve of the Renaissance and Protestant Reformation. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
email me at kburke@rtnj.org. To fully prepare you for the AP Euro experience, you are to asked to complete 
the following assignments: 
 

Part One: Academic Vocabulary  
Define the following words FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS. You may use a dictionary to do this.  
 
There will be a vocabulary test within the first two weeks of school on some of these fifty-five terms. We will 
have vocabulary tests throughout the year that will cover all of the terms, so students should be prepared to 
identify and define them throughout the entire course. 

 
An important part of any AP History course is an understanding of academic vocabulary words. While the words 
below are not specific to history, they are often used in questions or writing prompts.  

 
Abundance 

Adept 
Ambivalence 

Agitate 
Abysmal 
Abdicate 
Abolition 

Attack 
Apprehension 

Ascent 
Bias 

Bolster 
Contention 

Contend 

Consequence 
Constituency 

Concede 
Consented 
Commerce 

Culmination 
Conciliating 

Daunting 
Dissent 
Descent 

Dire 
Disparage 

Disillusionment 
Enumerate 

Egalitarian 
Enfranchisement 

Facilitate 
Impartial 

Incite 
Institution 
Lucrative 

Legitimacy 
Malicious 

Nullify 
Postulate 

Qualitative 
Quantitative 

Repudiate 

Rhetoric 
Rescind 
Satirical 
Squalid 

Sovereignty 
Surplus 

Suffrage 
Tact 

Temperance 
Unilateral 

Undermine 
Veracity 
Warrant 

 
You are not handing in the definitions of these terms. Instead, you should make flashcards, a quizlet, etc to 
study them. A vocabulary test, including correct spelling, will be administered the first two weeks of school.  
 
Incorrect spellings and/or capitalization of letters on the test will result in the answer being marked wrong.  
 
Students should be prepared to [on the vocabulary quizzes throughout the year]: 

(A) Define the terms      (C) Identify synonyms and/or antonyms 
(B) Use them in a sentence    (D) Match them with correct sentences/phrases 

mailto:kburke@rtnj.org


Part Two: Peasant Fires Analysis 
The second portion of the assignment describes the short text you will be asked to read. Each student will be 
reading the entirety of Peasant Fires by Richard Wunderli. 
 

Description: In Peasant Fires, Professor Richard Wunderli wades through vague accounts to paint a 
portrait of German society on the eve of the Protestant Reformation: one governed by class divisions and 
tight social restrictions, and in which everyone’s survival depended upon strict conformity and obedience 
to his superiors. In this short narrative, enter a charismatic young man who, guided by the thought that he 
had experienced a religious vision, inspires peasants across Germany to defy their feudal lords by 
embarking on a pilgrimage to a remote village in the Holy Roman Empire (present day Germany), where 
“the drummer” preaches about church abuses, the need to overthrow the social order, and the upcoming 
re-creation of society into one that is more just and equitable.  

 
Procedure: 

✓ Acquire and read Peasant Fires by Richard Wunderli. You can either purchase it (online or at a 
bookstore) or borrow it from the library. This text is available digitally as well and can be borrowed 
from an online library at no cost.  

✓ Focus on the major themes present in the text, including: 
➢ The centrality of religion in the lives of all in Medieval Europe.  
➢ The “worldview” of different groups of Europeans. In other words, the way Europeans of all 

social classes viewed and explained the world around them on the eve of the Renaissance and 
Reformation. 

➢ The prevailing social order within Germany, paying particular 
attention to the lives of the peasant communities of Europe. 

✓ We will have an organized discussion on this text within the first week of 
school.  

✓ Students are urged NOT to wait until the last minute to purchase, read and 
study this book. You may have to order your book via an online retailer such 
as Amazon. Please email me if you are having difficulty obtaining this book. I 
recommend checking online libraries for a copy of the text (through an app 
like CloudLibrary or Libby).  

✓ Answer the following analysis questions:  
 
1. What is the “worldview” (i.e. how people make sense of the 

world around them) of Hans and his fellow peasants in Peasant Fires? How does this differ 
from the worldview of the upper classes at the time? From our worldview today? 

 
2. How well does the author support his thesis throughout the text? How could the argument 

be made stronger? In other words, how reliable is this text as a piece of historical 
scholarship? 

 
3. What can we learn about Europe on the eve of the Reformation from this text? What might 

this tell us about the themes present in our course this year?  
 

ISBN Information:  
Wunderli, Richard. Peasant Fires: The Drummer of Niklashausen. Indiana University Press. Bloomington & 

Indianapolis, IN. 1992. ISBN: 0-253-36725-5 



Part Three: Textbook Analysis 
Textbook Excerpt – To accompany your reading of Peasant Fires, I ask that you begin exploring the Late 
Middle Ages (LMA) in one of our textbooks. Again, while this information is technically outside of our 1450 
starting point, you will often be asked to make comparisons between the LMA and the Renaissance. 

➢ Read Ch. 2, “Medieval Europe”, by Ethel Wood, pp. 19-40      [this reading is attached to this packet] 
➢ Take notes on the reading (I will not require a particular style of notes for this class. I only ask that you 

take detailed notes on the level of an Advanced Placement student).  
➢ Be prepared to discuss and be assessed on the material during the first weeks of class. 

 
 

Part Four: European Map Quiz 
European Map Quiz – You are expected to have a general working knowledge of the geography of Europe 
when we begin our studies in September. Please label the attached map neatly and clearly with the 
following nations and cities. Students are also encouraged to practice this map during the summer, as we will 
have a European map quiz during the first two weeks of school in September.  
 

 

Nations
Albania 
Armenia 
Austria 
Belarus 
Belgium 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Cyprus 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 

Germany 

Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 

Italy 
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
Moldova 

Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 
Russia 

Scotland* 
Serbia 

Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
Turkey 
Ukraine 

United Kingdom (England) 

 

Cities 
Amsterdam 

Berlin 
London 
Moscow 

Paris 
Prague 
Rome 

St. Petersburg 
Vienna 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please shade in the following 

regions lightly and create a key 
on the side of your map. 

 
Regions 
The Balkans 

The Baltic States 

 



 
 
 














































